
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 16 February 2011] 

 p371c-372a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Norman Moore 

 [1] 

Northbridge Project — Statement by Minister for Child Protection — Motion 
Resumed from 17 November 2010 on the following motion moved by Hon Kate Doust — 

That the statement be noted. 

Hon SUE ELLERY: I rise to make a few comments on this ministerial statement about the Northbridge curfew 
and the project run by non-government and government agencies in Northbridge, which ensures that children 
who are wandering the streets of Northbridge are picked up and eventually taken to a safe place. Hopefully, that 
safe place is with their family, but, if not, they are kept safe for the night. The project has been running for some 
time. It was somewhat controversial when Geoff Gallop suggested it when he was Premier; nevertheless, it 
ensures that children are kept safe. 

Members will note that one of the questions I asked during question time today was about the facilities that are 
in place in Wiluna and Geraldton to care for children picked up by police after hours. Despite the good work of 
this Northbridge project, the number of unsupervised children in Northbridge is increasing, and that is a concern. 
It is still the case that more children than ever before are wandering the streets of Northbridge without adult 
supervision. The minister’s answer to my question today about the facilities that are in place to care for children 
picked up by police after hours told me where the offices of the Department for Child Protection are. It was very 
interesting, but there is no way that children picked up by police after hours are cared for in the offices of the 
Department for Child Protection. If the police cannot find someone from the Department for Child Protection, 
far too frequently those children are held in lockups or are looked after by police families. It is a furphy to give 
me information about where the Department for Child Protection’s offices are. The offices are open during 
standard business hours. It is not uncommon for child protection staff to have to deal with children who have 
been either picked up or dumped in their office, usually after four o’clock on a Friday afternoon. Inevitably, this 
happens late on a Friday afternoon. There is no way that those children are cared for in the offices of the 
Department for Child Protection. It is a bit disingenuous to suggest, if that is what the minister was trying to 
suggest, that that is where they are looked after because it certainly is not. 

The problem exists not just in Wiluna and Geraldton, which I referred to in my question, and not just in 
Northbridge; it exists across Western Australia. This government needs to be more vigilant in what it does to 
ensure that there is appropriate after-hours care for these children. I will give members an example. I visited 
Carnarvon for two days last year. Hon Ken Baston might be able to tell me the name of that little community 
centre that is right at the other end of the town. It is a blue weatherboard building. 

Hon Ken Baston: Out near the bridge? 

Hon SUE ELLERY: Yes. What is it called? 

Hon Ken Baston: I can’t remember the name of it.  

Hon SUE ELLERY: I was at a function there and was driving back to my motel along the main strip in 
Carnarvon about nine o’clock on a weekday night—I think it was a Tuesday. I turned off the main street and 
there were two groups of children. There were three or four children who looked to me to be about 11, nine and 
eight years old. What was more frightening to me was that, separate from that group of children, there was a 
child who looked to me to be no more than fours year old pushing a pusher with a child who looked no more 
than 18 months old. They were separate groups of children. That really should not be happening. When I came 
back from Carnarvon, I asked some questions about that incident. One of the answers given by the minister was 
that she was looking to fund school holiday programs in Carnarvon, which I think was funded in the budget. I 
take nothing away from school holiday programs; they are really important. However, they will not address the 
issue of a nearly four-year-old pushing an 18-month-old in a pusher at nine o’clock on a Tuesday night. That has 
nothing to do with kids having nothing to do on school holidays. That is about an urgent need to address the lack 
of appropriate safe adult supervised care for those children. 

While I am noting the ministerial statement about facilities for children after hours in Northbridge, I take this 
opportunity to make the point that we need to be a lot more vigilant about these kinds of programs. Although 
Northbridge attracts a lot of attention for a whole lot of reasons that are not necessarily the best, it is not a 
problem that is isolated to the inner city of Perth; in fact, the inner city of Perth has a pretty good project in place 
to try to address it. But we need to be far more vigilant about what we are doing in the outer suburbs of Perth and 
also most definitely in areas such as Geraldton, Wiluna and Carnarvon. What I saw in Carnarvon that night was 
not unusual. I spoke to people about it the next morning, because I was horrified by the two littlest ones. I even 
spoke to the owner of the motel when I got back. I was told that that was not uncommon. I think we need to be 
more vigilant than we currently are. 

I want to touch on the number of children in Northbridge, because we cannot be complacent about that project 
either. In the period from July to September 2009, 266 children were picked up on the streets of Northbridge. In 
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2010, that figure was 308. That is an increase of 42. If we think about the period of time that we are talking 
about—July to September last year—we will recall that we had that elongated cold spell during winter, so it was 
not the kind of weather that was conducive to kids hopping on the train and coming into Northbridge to hang out 
with their mates. That is how many children there were in Northbridge—an increase of 42 over the previous 
year. I am most interested to hear the figures for the period from September to December last year so that 
hopefully we can see that that was an unnatural spike in those figures. The warmer the weather gets, the more 
likely it is that those children and young adolescents will want to go somewhere and hang out with their mates. I 
do not want to comment a lot more about this, but I do want to draw to the government’s attention the fact that 
although the work that is done by the Northbridge Project is great and is done by organisations that are doing a 
really good job, if we have a continuing trend of an increasing number of children being picked up, we will need 
to do more. 

HON NORMAN MOORE: The Minister for Child Protection is out of the house on urgent parliamentary 
business and would like to participate in this debate. 

Consideration of report adjourned, on motion by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House). 
 


